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Happy October! 

The General Meeting this month will be at Saddles & Treasures 7pm on 
Wednesday 23rd of October. Our guest speaker will be Angel Fletcher DVM of 
Fletcher Equine Veterinary Services. Arrive early to browse and shop too. 

The SMHA day ride is cancelled this month, apologies for any inconvenience. 

Note the venue has changed for the Holiday Party.  We will be in the private 
room upstairs at Old City Hall. No host cocktails at 6 PM, no host dinner at 

6:30 PM., do usual fun and gift exchange after dinner        

 

 

The November 2nd Halloween Poker Ride is coming 

up and will also feature a campout at Harvey Bear County Park from Friday 
afternoon through Sunday morning, 11/1-11/3. Registration link and info on 
page 4. 
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Rick Rasmussen 

https://www.fletcherequine.com/
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San Martin Horsemen’s Association Executive Board and Committee Chairpersons 

President 
Toni Whedon 

408-656-8975.  

Toni.Whedon@cbnor

cal.com  

 
Secretary Carol Abel 408-218-1694 

Vice President Kathy Madlem 
 408-858-5248. 

 

 
Poker Ride Chair open  

Treasurer  
Karen Luke 

 
kluke@garlic.com 

 
   

Membership Bev VanderWeide 510 304 5884 
 

Sunshine  open  

Newsletter 
Tim Alton 

408 623 1845 
news@smhorse.org 

 
Website Christine Amber  

amber@equestrian
training.com 

Historian Carolyn Tucker carolynt@garlic.com 
 Trails Development 

Co-chair 
Chere Bargar 408.683.2247 

Trails 

Development Co-

chair 

open  

 

Camp Chair 
Toni Whedon 

408-656-8975.  

Toni.Whedon@cbn

orcal.com  

Feel free to contact Board Members directly, or at news@smhorse.org – we look forward to hearing your ideas 
and having your input! 

If you want to serve as chairperson in one of the open positions listed in the table above, please 
contact any board member. 

 

September Meeting 
In September it was social time at the Longhouse Restaurant in Gilroy.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:kluke@garlic.com
mailto:news@smhorse.org
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Mane Stays & Events  
202 4 CALENDAR 

 October  

 
 

5 Trailer Backing Clinic - Blomquist Arena, 
Gilroy 

 
 

13 Club Ride - Rancho Canada del Oro Open 
Space CANCELED 

  16 Board Meeting 

 
 

23 General Meeting - Saddles & Treasures, 
Gilroy 

    

November December 

2 
Halloween Poker Ride - Harvey Bear County Park 

4 Holiday Party & General Meeting – Old 
City Hall Restaurant, Gilroy 

20 
Board Meeting 

21 Horse Ride & Caroling - Harvey Bear 
County Park 

23 Club Ride - Salinas River State Beach   

Join SMHA for fun events held throughout the year!  
Have new ideas of things to do or places to ride? Let SMHA know! We LOVE your ideas!!  

 
 

Help Wanted: Newsletter Editor  
Tim Alton 

According to my files I first published a club newsletter back in 
December of 2015 and it has been a good run, but as that terrible 
saying states, all good things must come to an end. How would YOU 
like to be the editor for the January edition?  

It probably takes about 3-4 evenings a month including attending the board meeting to keep up with things and request 
inputs. I have been using MS Word because that’s what I have. As you can see I am no graphic designer and most of the 
words are not written by me, it’s a compilation task.  

If the role appeals to you please contact me or Toni. 
 

 
  

 
Join  us on Facebook!   

SMHA  Facebook Group  

It’s a good place to exchange 

information and find a riding partner 

 

 

Note the venue change for the Holiday 
Party.  We will be in the private room 
upstairs at Old City Hall. No host cocktails at 
6 PM, no host dinner at 6:30 PM., do usual 

fun and gift exchange after dinner        

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332002616864264
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Questions call/text: Toni at (408) 656-8975 
Register online:  

SMHA Volunteers needed. You donõt have to ride to participate! 

Hosted by SAN MARTIN HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

https://form.jotform.com/toniwhedon/smha-galloping-goblin-poker-

ride-ca 
*Harvey Bear Ranch is a Santa Clara County Parks Facility 

                          SMHA 

 Galloping Goblin Poker Ride & 

               Costume Contest  

                Saturday, Nov 2, 2024 

 

SMHA/MBE Horsecamping Event 

Nov 1-3, 2024 

Harvey Bear Ranch 

San Martin, CA  
Enter at SECOND driveway on left 

 (past main entrance) 

 

 
 

Poker Ride Fees  

¶ $25 SMHA Members  

(Includes one poker hand!) 

¶ $35 Non -SMHA Member  

(Includes one poker hand!) 

¶ Additional poker hands, 

$5 each  

¶ Receive a FREE poker 

hand when you donate a 

new prize valued at $10 or 
more 

SMHA/MBE Member 

Camping Fee  
¶ Cost: $50.00 for Friday 11/1-

Sunday 11/3 (No refunds. Not 

prorated for late arrival or early 
departure). Bring portable corral, Hi-

Tie, ground tie, or tie to trailer only. 

11/1 3:00 

pm  

Campout Begins on Friday 

11/2  

8:3 0 am  

Poker Ride Registration 
Opens Saturday Morning  

9:3 0 am  Horse and rider costume 
contest  

9:45  am  

 

 

12:30 pm  

 

 

11/3  

Ride Out 
1 of 2 routes approx 
4 or 5.5 miles 
 
Fun & Games & Prizes,  

Prizes,  

Prizes 
Campout ends at noon 

Tricks & Treats out on the trail !  

Rules  

¶ Minors must ride with an adult & can’t 
ride a stallion 

¶ Parent/Legal Guardian must sign for 
riders under age 18 

¶ No un-ridden horses 

¶ No riding double 

https://form.jotform.com/toniwhedon/smha-galloping-goblin-poker-ride-ca
https://form.jotform.com/toniwhedon/smha-galloping-goblin-poker-ride-ca
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P l a y  D a y  

We had a great SMHA obstacle playday and ranch trail competition! Thank you to 

all who joined us  And an extra big thank you to Toni, Carol, Bev, Tim, Christine, 
Chere, Carolyn, Michelle, Pat, and Ginny for all your hard work to set up/tear down 

obstacles and being judges for the day. We appreciate it   A special thanks to 
Joe for hand crafting the leatherwork prizes. 
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Comments from participants: 

*** Thank you for putting on such a great event! It’s so fun to participate 
with such a friendly group. The volunteers, judges, and organizers were 
wonderful! 

*** Ditto! A big thanks for putting this fun event together. It was a great 
learning and confidence building experience for both Ruari and me. 
We're looking forward to our next adventure with SMHA. 

*** Great job everyone and thank you for putting on such a fantastic 
event, we had a blast! 

*** Thank you for having us, Sunny and I had fun!  
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TRAILER BACKING CLINIC  
Karen Luke 

  

On the left 3 of our 4 instructors, L-R: Brady Luke, Gary 
Luke and Julie May. All participants stayed and helped 
pick up all the cones after the event. We have such a 
great horse community. 

Our 4th instructor Camilo 
Orjuela and Solano 
mastering the Alley Dock 

Well!,,, Maybe not quite 
mastering the alley dock 

Making sure 
the coast is 
clear before I 
step out 

Ginger in the truck with 
Gary and Jill working the 
arc in reverse. 

Brady being revived by 
student Missy while Julie 
looks on. 
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Mane Stays  
THINGS OF INTEREST /SUPPORT : 

A Call for Newsletter Articles  
Please think about contributing to some of the regular 
columns I started last year.  
 
Horses of SMHA: a few paragraphs on your favorite 
steed or even your second favorite. You can tell us your 
best riding or training tale. Along with some photos this 
makes for an interesting read for your fellow members. I 
am using the word steed to be inclusive of all you folks 
with mules and ponies 
 
Trail Reviews: write up a review of a recent trail ride,  

include length, elevation, degree of difficulty, shade, 
mud, water crossings and especially whether you 
enjoyed it or not. Add some description of the trail, the 
trailhead location and a photo or two. Other members 
may have never been before and we all like to go to new 
places that are recommended by our friends. But it 
doesn’t have to be a positive review a warning to others 
is very useful too, although some may take it as a 
challenge! 
 
Email your article, in simple text with pictures attached, 

to news@smhorse.org, or just let me know if I can put 
you on the list for future editions of the newsletter

 
 

Santa Clara County Parks 
The Trails Crew has been busy constructing a new multi-
use trail that will expand the existing trail system at Coyote 
Lake Harvey Bear Ranch by nearly 6 miles. In spring 2025, 
public access will be allowed into Coyote Canyon County 
Park.  
This project will add over 2 miles of Bay Area Ridge Trail, 
which will feature sweeping views into Coyote Canyon. The 
Planning and Development team is carefully balancing the 
preservation, conservation, and recreational opportunities 
within the property. The Natural Resource Program has 
made numerous improvements necessary to reduce the 
property's environmental impacts. Soon, 
pedestrian/equestrian gates and proper trail signage will be 
installed before finally opening the property to the public.  
We hope you all are as excited as we are about expanding 
our trail system into such beautiful parklands! 
 
 
NOTE portions of Calero County Park will be closed to 
visitors on October 8th and 9th, due to a planned 
controlled burn operation. This affects the southern 
entrance. 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Water Trough/ Club Classifieds  
Animal and Plant Sitting: Reliable Care for your plants 
and animals while you are away. 30 years’ experience 
you can rely on!  Call Chere at 408-683-2247 
 

FOR SALE : Brand new in the box riding helmet for sale. 
  Its a white Classico brand. Sells new for $70 asking 
$45 obo. Call Bev VanderWeide 510 304 5884 
 
 
 

 
Classified ads for members are always FREE!  Ad space for business services (member or not) as follows:  1/4 

Page: $15, 1/2 Page: $25, Full Page: $50, Business Card Ad: $20/4 Months.  Classified ads run on a space available 
basis.  Non-members call 408-623-1845 for more information.  Newsletter Deadlines: Five days after Board Meeting or 

the 20th of the month. Please send articles, classified ads, pictures and stories to: news@smhorse.org   

mailto:news@smhorse.org
mailto:news@smhorse.org
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September Club Ride 
Kathy Madlem 
We had perfect weather for the SMHA day ride at Mt Madonna, Sprig Lake entrance. This is a small parking lot so space 
was very limited. We did a little over 2 hour ride, started up Blackhawk then to Ridge then down to Tie Camp, down Merry 
go Round to Old Mine Trail to see the pond, then back down Merry go Round to the parking lot. ￼We had a lovely lunch 

in the shade with the horses at the end. Thanks for joining me ladies  
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