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Happy November! 

There will be no General Meeting in November, see you at the Holiday 
Party!. 

The SMHA day ride is Saturday 11/23 at Salinas River State Beach. Ride out 
time 11am. RSVP required to Kathy by 11/22. 

HoofPicsinParks last day for submissions is December 1st. 

Annual election of club officers is open see page 2. 

  

 

The 
EVENTER 

November 2024 

 
 

San Martin 
Horsemen’s Association 

© 2024 
 

Rick Rasmussen 

We will hold our end of year Holiday Party on 
Wednesday December 4th at 6pm for no host 
cocktails at the Old City Hall restaurant in Gilroy. 
No-host dinner at 6:30pm.  

Bring a new/gently-used, wrapped gift valued 
approx. $10-$20 for a fun gift exchange game! It will 
also feature the awards for this year’s 
#hoofpicsinparks competition. 
 

RIDE & CAROLING 

Saturday December 21st ride out at Noon 

Dress up in your finest Christmas sweater and your 
horse too if they have one. 

Come for a lovely little ride and provide some 
entertainment for the folks strolling around the loop 
at Harvey Bear County Park, San Martin entrance. 

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=573
https://www.oldcityhall.biz/
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San Martin Horsemen’s Association Executive Board and Committee Chairpersons 

President 
Toni Whedon 

408-656-8975.  

Toni.Whedon@cbnor

cal.com  

 
Secretary Carol Abel 408-218-1694 

Vice President Kathy Madlem 
 408-858-5248. 

 

 
Poker Ride Chair open  

Treasurer  
Karen Luke 

 
kluke@garlic.com 

 
Parade Chair Open  

Membership Bev VanderWeide 510 304 5884 
 

Sunshine  open  

Newsletter 
Tim Alton 

408 623 1845 
news@smhorse.org 

 
Website Christine Amber  

amber@equestrian
training.com 

Historian Carolyn Tucker carolynt@garlic.com 
 Trails Development 

Co-chair 
Chere Bargar 408.683.2247 

Trails 

Development Co-

chair 

open  

 

Camp Chair 
Toni Whedon 

408-656-8975.  

Toni.Whedon@cbn

orcal.com  

Feel free to contact Board Members directly, or at news@smhorse.org – we look forward to hearing your ideas 
and having your input! 

If you want to serve as chairperson in one of the open positions listed in the table above, please 
contact any board member. 

 
Annual Elections 
Members can vote online here or at the December 4th Holiday Party. 
The ballot is : 
President:   Toni Whedon 
Vice President:  Kathy Madlem 
Treasurer:  Karen Luke 
Secretary:  Carol Abel 
 

 

October Meeting 
October at Saddles and Treasures in Gilroy. Angel Fletcher DVM gave a great talk around her list for 
an Emergency Kit.  

 

  

mailto:kluke@garlic.com
mailto:news@smhorse.org
https://form.jotform.com/243197770911159
https://www.saddlesandtreasures.com/
https://www.fletcherequine.com/
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Mane Stays & Events 
2024 CALENDAR 

November December 

2 
Halloween Poker Ride - Harvey Bear County Park 

4 Holiday Party & General Meeting – Old 
City Hall Restaurant, Gilroy 

20 
Board Meeting 

21 Horse Ride & Caroling - Harvey Bear 
County Park 

23 Club Ride - Salinas River State Beach   

Join SMHA for fun events held throughout the year!  
Have new ideas of things to do or places to ride? Let SMHA know! We LOVE your ideas!!  

 
 

Help Wanted: Newsletter Editor  
Tim Alton 

According to my files I first published a club newsletter back in 
December of 2015 and it has been a good run, but as that terrible 
saying states, all good things must come to an end. How would YOU 
like to be the editor for the January edition?  

It probably takes about 3-4 evenings a month including attending the board meeting to keep up with things and request 
inputs. I have been using MS Word because that’s what I have. As you can see I am no graphic designer and most of the 
words are not written by me, it’s a compilation task.  

If the role appeals to you please contact me or Toni. 
 

 
  

 
Join us on Facebook!  

SMHA Facebook Group 

It’s a good place to exchange 

information and find a riding partner 

 

 

Note the venue change for the Holiday 
Party.  We will be in the private room 
upstairs at Old City Hall. No host cocktails at 
6 PM, no host dinner at 6:30 PM., do usual 

fun and gift exchange after dinner        

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332002616864264
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Halloween Poker Ride  

We had a great time horse camping with SMHA & MBE at Harvey Bear Nov 1-3, 2024. The SMHA Galloping Goblin Poker 

Ride was really fun and the main event of the weekend  I hope we do this campout again next year, it was great 
and so close to home…loved it! 
 
Thank you, Toni Whedon, for all your hard work to put on this event! The poker prizes were fantastic & beautifully 

wrapped. And a special thank you to Carol Abel, who brought over her yard trailer so we could dump all the horse  in it 
instead of having to take it home. That was so nice of you! We had a lot of wonderful volunteers help us this weekend, 

and we’re very grateful to you all  - Kathy Madlem 
 
Thanks to contributions from local vendors we had some AMAZING PRIZES this year, including: 

blingy bridle & breast collar set as well as a blingy halter all donated by Spotted Pony Designs 

free riding lesson from Gaye DeRusso of The Magestic Rider 

free body work session from SLBH Equine Body Work 

gift certificate from Saddles & Treasures 

gift certificate from Silvas Hay and Feed 

gift basket from Ganado Feed & Pet Supplies 

gift basket from Gilroy Farmers Supply 
 bags of grain and shavings from Tractor Supply 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332002616864264/user/100060993100025/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV7G_NpZU-ocef5Z4LAyCc5m9z-TuUxMbWmt-bECWRtCC6z8zYemg11NvBRBUM8d0kESJdmagyaHSFD29jXuN_TqxHjwBjfniRaQiLBHNirjhIc8qMCxo7oYJQNA_gOyYaQD0q2B8N3xBvTZe1vGmhhwPb3qPLOkh0An7WTFjrBGT43oB-WgkwOw0UxozI6T2zXg8f9ufKH90genZLWa8aG&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Winners: 

1 - Kathy Madlem ‘Wild Things’ 

2 - Morgan Crouch ‘Medieval Viking’ 

3 - Wendy Fedde ‘Hippy’ 

4 - Missy Anderson ‘Princess Peach’ 

5 - Julia Hayes Luck ‘Day of the Dead’ 

6 - Gina & Wes Byers ‘Hocus Pocus twins’ 

 

We also had a junior winner: 

1 - Riley Fail ‘Witch’ 
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Mane Stays 
THINGS OF INTEREST /SUPPORT : 

A Call for Newsletter Articles  
Please think about contributing to some of the regular 
columns I started last year.  
 
Horses of SMHA: a few paragraphs on your favorite 
steed or even your second favorite. You can tell us your 
best riding or training tale. Along with some photos this 
makes for an interesting read for your fellow members. I 
am using the word steed to be inclusive of all you folks 
with mules and ponies 
 
Trail Reviews: write up a review of a recent trail ride,  

include length, elevation, degree of difficulty, shade, 
mud, water crossings and especially whether you 
enjoyed it or not. Add some description of the trail, the 
trailhead location and a photo or two. Other members 
may have never been before and we all like to go to new 
places that are recommended by our friends. But it 
doesn’t have to be a positive review a warning to others 
is very useful too, although some may take it as a 
challenge! 
 
Email your article, in simple text with pictures attached, 

to news@smhorse.org, or just let me know if I can put 
you on the list for future editions of the newsletter

 
 

Santa Clara County Parks 
The Trails Crew has been busy constructing a new multi-
use trail that will expand the existing trail system at Coyote 
Lake Harvey Bear Ranch by nearly 6 miles. In spring 2025, 
public access will be allowed into Coyote Canyon County 
Park.  
This project will add over 2 miles of Bay Area Ridge Trail, 
which will feature sweeping views into Coyote Canyon. The 
Planning and Development team is carefully balancing the 
preservation, conservation, and recreational opportunities 
within the property. The Natural Resource Program has 
made numerous improvements necessary to reduce the 
property's environmental impacts. Soon, 
pedestrian/equestrian gates and proper trail signage will be 
installed before finally opening the property to the public.  
We hope you all are as excited as we are about expanding 
our trail system into such beautiful parklands! 
 
 

 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Water Trough/ Club Classifieds 
Animal and Plant Sitting: Reliable Care for your plants 
and animals while you are away. 30 years’ experience 
you can rely on!  Call Chere at 408-683-2247 
 

FOR SALE : Brand new in the box riding helmet for sale. 
  Its a white Classico brand. Sells new for $70 asking 
$45 obo. Call Bev VanderWeide 510 304 5884 
 
 
 

 
Classified ads for members are always FREE!  Ad space for business services (member or not) as follows:  1/4 

Page: $15, 1/2 Page: $25, Full Page: $50, Business Card Ad: $20/4 Months.  Classified ads run on a space available 
basis.  Non-members call 408-623-1845 for more information.  Newsletter Deadlines: Five days after Board Meeting or 

the 20th of the month. Please send articles, classified ads, pictures and stories to: news@smhorse.org   

mailto:news@smhorse.org
mailto:news@smhorse.org
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