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San Martin Horsemen’s Association is a family-oriented 
horse club dedicated to the enjoyment of horses and the 
promotion of horsemanship through horse related activities. 
There are pleasure rides, parades, events and playdays, horse 
and rider clinics, horse camping trips and just about any activity 
that means fun with horses. 
 
We also socialize. We have general meetings each month (see 
calendar). Our meetings feature programs of interest such as 
how to care for and handle horses, safety and first aid, and 
packing for trail rides. We also have barbecues, ice cream 
socials and a Holiday Party. SMHA strives to be a good member 
of the community by working with state and local parks to keep 
trails open and maintained, sponsoring charity rides and holding 
a yearly canned food drive. 

Membership for 2025: Our annual membership fees are $35 
per individual and $45 per family. Non-members pay a premium 
to attend at each event, and you must also be a member to 
attend our monthly day rides, so being a member is definitely 
worth it. Please think about renewing your membership for 2025 
as soon as you can. 
 
The membership application is available online including 
payment method. It is as easy as a few clicks! 
 
Your membership also provides stability to the club and is a vote 
to say that SMHA and its activities are important to you and your 
family. Thank you to those of you have already signed up for 
2025. We are looking forward to sharing 2025 with you! 
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President 

Toni Whedon 
San Martin Horsemen’s Association Executive 

Board and Committee Chairpersons 
Toni.Whedon@cbnorcal.com  

408-656-8975 

Vice 
President 

Kathy Madlem 
Secretary 

Carol Abel 

kmarn@aol.com  

 

Treasurer  
Karen Luke 

Camp Chair 
Toni Whedon 

kluke@garlic.com  408-656-8975 

Membership 
Bev VanderWeide 

Website open 
bevvanderweide@yahoo.com  

Newsletter 
Ann Terranova Trails 

Development 
Chair 

Chere Bargar 

ann@nanaranch.com 408-683-2247 

Historian 
Carolyn Tucker Poker Ride 

Chair 
open 

carolynt@garlic.com  

 

Feel free to contact Board Members directly, or at news@smhorse.org – we look forward to 
hearing your ideas and having your input!  If you want to serve as chairperson in one of the 
open positions listed in the table above, please contact any board member. 
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Join SMHA for fun events held throughout the year! For more information on any event, go 
to our website at www.smhorse.org or visit our Facebook Page. Have new ideas of things 
to do or places to ride? Let SMHA know! We LOVE your ideas!! 
 

SMHA 2025 Events Calendar  
 

January 
 

February 
 

15 Board Meeting 19 Board Meeting 
 

22 General Meeting - Longhouse Restaurant 23 Club Ride - Harvey Bear County Park 
 

  
26 General Meeting - Saddles & Treasures 

 

     
 

March 
 

April 
 

8 Club Ride - Almaden Quicksilver County 
Park, Hacienda Entrance 

13 Club Ride - Calero County Park 
 

  
16 Board Meeting 

 

19 Board Meeting 30 General Meeting - Saddles & Treasures 
 

22 or 23 Tack Fitting Clinic - Blomquist Arena, Gilroy 
   

26 General Meeting - Longhouse Restaurant 
   

     
 

May 
 

June 
 

10 Trailer Maintenance Clinic (Tentative Date) -  18 Board Meeting 
 

  Blomquist Arena, Gilroy 21 Trail Obstacle Playday & Parade 
Desensitization -  

 

18 Club Ride - Joseph D. Grant County Park 
 

Blomquist Arena, Gilroy 
 

21 Board Meeting 25 General Meeting - Saddles & Treasures 
 

28 General Meeting - Longhouse Restaurant 28 Horse Camping Clinic (Tentative Date) -  
 

   
Blomquist Arena, Gilroy 

 

     
 

July 
 

August 
 

4 Morgan Hill Downtown Parade 2 Bike Desensitization Clinic - Bloomquist Arena, 
Gilroy 

 

16 Board Meeting 20 Board Meeting 
 

20 Club Ride - Mt Madonna County Park, Pole 
Line Rd 

27 General Meeting - Saddles & Treasures 
 

23 General Meeting - Longhouse Restaurant 30-31 Horse Camping & Chili Cook-Off -  
 

   
Henry Cowell State Park, Santa Cruz 
Horsemen's Assoc. 

 

     

                September 
 

October 
 

10 Board Meeting 4 Trailer Backing Clinic (Tentative Date) -  
 

13 Trail Obstacle Play Day - Bloomquist Arena, 
Gilroy 

  Bloomquist Arena, Gilroy 
 

17 General Meeting - Longhouse Restaurant 15 Board Meeting 
 

  
22 General Meeting - Saddles & Treasures 

 

  
24-26 Campout - Harvey Bear County Park 

 

  
25 Halloween Poker Ride - Harvey Bear County 

Park 

 

     

                November 
 

December 
 

19 Board Meeting 3 Holiday Party & General Meeting -  
 

22 Club Ride - Salinas River State Beach   Old City Hall Restaurant, Gilroy 
 

  
 

20 Horse Ride & Caroling - Harvey Bear County 
Park 

 

   
  

 

 

http://www.smhorse.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/332002616864264
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February General Meeting 
 
The General Meeting this month will be at 7pm on Wednesday, February 26th at Saddles & 
Treasures in Gilroy. Saddles and Treasures is located at 7641 Monterey Street, and sells 
quality used tack, barn goods, jewelry, art and collectibles. Arrive early to browse and shop as 
Proprietress Amy Boucher generously opens her store to us. 
 
Our Guest Speaker this month is Emily Ehrke, Purina Livestock Production Specialist. Emily 
will be speaking to us about horse nutrition so bring your questions! Purina Animal Nutrition is 
a subsidiary of Land ‘O Lakes. Thinking of butter? Land ‘O Lakes is an American member-
owned agricultural cooperative based in the Minneapolis-St. Paul suburb of Arden Hills, 
Minnesota. While the company has traditionally focused on the dairy industry, Purina is focused 
on agricultural animal nutrition. 
 
We look forward to Emily’s knowledgeable presentation! 
 
February Club Ride 
 
The Club Ride this month will be on Saturday, February 23 at Harvey Bear County Park. The 
club rides generally ride out at 11:00, but please check the Facebook Page as the ride out times 
of rides are often adjusted due to weather and other park conditions or events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th of July Parade 
 
SMHA is a proud participant in the annual Morgan Hill 4th of July Parade. This year is the 150th 
consecutive year for the Morgan Hill 4th of July parade! We are making it a very big deal. 
 
Bev VanderWeide, who serves on Morgan Hill’s parade committee, says: “I would love for 
SMHA to be represented again as we always make a very good showing! I would also like you 
to think about maybe entering as a matched pair, or vintage costume or whatever you can think 
of. I have reached out to the Pony Express and they are interested in entering. I have also 
reached out to the Twain Harte Horsemen and have others on my list to contact. The website 
is MorganHillFreedomFest.com. The parade application for groups should be showing up there 
Mid-February to March 1 depending on when they publicly announce the theme. If you have 
any questions or ideas, feel free to contact me.” 
 

https://www.saddlesandtreasures.com/
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Mane Stays 
ITEMS OF INTEREST OR SUPPORT: 

 

Santa Clara County Parks 
 
Many of our Club Rides take place in Santa 
Clara County Parks. County Parks supports 
the safe and ecologically appropriate use of 
prescribed (or controlled) fire to maintain 
diversity of plant and animal life. Fire is a 
dynamic and powerful force within both the 
natural and human worlds. Land 
stewardship requires active fire 
management to yield the benefits of “good 
fire” and to reduce the chance of 
uncontrolled damaging fires. County Parks 
partners with local fire agencies like CalFire, 
Santa Clara County Fire, and San Jose Fire 
to conduct prescribed fires. Prescribed fire is 
conducted by a team of highly skilled and 
experienced professionals. 
Recent media coverage: 
 

• Mercury News: Cal Fire, Calero 
County Park set prescribed burns to 
help prevent fires: A burn at Calero 
County Park charred 165 acres 

• KQED’s Bay Curious podcast: How 
Often Should Wild Lands Burn to Stay 
Healthy? 

 
 

A Call for Newsletter Articles 
 
Please think about contributing to some of 
the regular columns: 
 
Horses of SMHA: a few paragraphs on your 
favorite steed or even your second favorite. 
You can tell us your best riding or training 
tale. Along with some photos this makes for 
an interesting read for your fellow members. 
We are using the word steed to be inclusive 
of all you folks with mules and ponies. 
 
Trail Reviews: write up a review of a recent 
trail ride, include length, elevation, degree of 
difficulty, shade, mud, water crossings and 
especially whether you enjoyed it or not. Add 
some description of the trail, the trailhead 
location and a photo or two. Other members 
may have never been before and we all like 
to go to new places that are recommended 
by our friends. But it doesn’t have to be a 
positive review - a warning to others is very 
useful too, although some may take it as a 
challenge! 
 
Email your article, in simple text with 
pictures attached, to ann@nanaranch.com 
or just let Ann know if we can put you on the 
list for future editions of the newsletter.

 
 

 

.Water Trough/Club Classifieds 
 
 

Classified ads for members are always FREE! Ad space for business services (member 
or not) as follows: 1/4 Page: $15, 1/2 Page: $25, Full Page: $50, Business Card Ad: $20/4 
Months. Classified ads run on a space available basis. Non-members can contact Toni at (408) 
656-8975 for more information. Newsletter Deadlines: Five days after Board Meeting or the 
20th of the month. 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2024/10/08/cal-fire-county-parks-set-prescribed-burns-to-help-prevent-fires/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2024/10/08/cal-fire-county-parks-set-prescribed-burns-to-help-prevent-fires/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2024/10/08/cal-fire-county-parks-set-prescribed-burns-to-help-prevent-fires/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2024/10/08/cal-fire-county-parks-set-prescribed-burns-to-help-prevent-fires/
https://www.kqed.org/news/12010708/how-often-should-wild-lands-burn-to-stay-healthy
https://www.kqed.org/news/12010708/how-often-should-wild-lands-burn-to-stay-healthy
https://www.kqed.org/news/12010708/how-often-should-wild-lands-burn-to-stay-healthy

